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Composer Notes

It was a privilege to be asked to collaborate with Fr. James-Peter Trares, OP to create a hymn for the
centennial of an institution that means so much to both of us. We both desired to create a tune and
text pairing that was unique, accessible, beautiful, and flexible. Most of all, we wanted to make a
piece of music that spoke to the education and formation we experienced there and evoked the saint
for whom the Aquinas Institute of Theology is named.

The hymn tune gets its name from St. Thomas Aquinas’s brief response during a miraculous
moment of prayer in which he heard the Lord’s question—from the crucifix—"“W eward will
you receive from me for your labor?” He replied simply, “Domini, non nisi Te” (**
except you”).

While nominally an organ part, the accompaniment is also easily accomplish
some judicious left-hand arpeggios in the last verse). The instrumental line isn
but adds a dimension of beauty and momentum to the piece. Encour
legato despite the occasional wide intervals. Let the softer d
intimacy of the text and also set up the rousing final verse
and stately conclusion. ‘

— Orin Johnson

otes

This hymn is especially sui ional or academic contexts because it is inspired by the
spirituality of St. Th nt of students, teachers, and educational institutions.
Today, when educati > acquisition of information or credentials, the Angelic

iting, explaining, “Compared with what I saw, everything I have written seems like
verses lead from humble acknowledgement of the limitations of human minds, to

our search fo th will finally lead us to see, know, and love God.

—Fr. James-Peter Trares, OP
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