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Notes

It feels, sometimes, as if Christians have lost a sense of urgency to their missionary zeal. After ncarly
2000 ycars, is there any expectation that Christ might return on the very next cloud we see in the sky?
It also feels, sometimes, as if Christ can’t return to us soon cnough. We notice around us injustices,
warfare, and sharp divisions, and yclmingly pray, “Plecase—let this next cloud at last bring Christ’s
return, and his wholeness, peace, and joy!”

“Watching for the Lord™ attempts to spcak to both circumstances. and the related feelings of
abandonment, isolation, and uncertainty, as well as trust, conviction, and hope —each one a part of our
lives at some point, and sometimes all at once. Such is the life of a Christian, living through these
in-between days of “already and not yet.”

Do not be alarmed by the mixed meter! It is consistent verse to verse and is there to serve the
text. Melodically, the harmony is always the same no matter who sings it. making this an
casy-to-leam piece, especially after the intensity of Holy Week and Easter. Allow the piece to end
without hurry, painting the “already and not yet” of Christ’s salvificgmission through pacing and, at
the last, an unresolved second-inversion chord.

The tune is named for one of my goddaughters, who was in
embodiment of wonder and awe, brings joy and love to ¢

me in my faith.
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A part for C instrument is on page 11.

A guitar edition with capo chords and vocal harmony is available, G- 104806,
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